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' The seventh annual Tennessee Backflow Prevention Association Conference will be held in
Memphis, TN , on Thutsday and Friday, March 7th & 8th 2001. The
‘ conference will be as last year a day and a half.
NEXT The Conference will be held at the Radisson Hotel Downtown Mem-
MEETING phis. Situated in the heart of downtown Memphis, the Radisson hotel is
the heart of the Memphis celebration. It places you in walking distance
to all that our great city has to offer. The hotel is adjacent to the Pea-
10:00 AM body Place/Beale Street Entertainment District as well as AutoZone
3 f Tuesday Park, home of the Memphis Redbirds Baseball. The hotel is at walking
; \i;;, distance from the Civil Rights Museum, BB Kings, Hard Rock Cafe,
il December 4’ Elvis Presley and many other popular Memphis venues, including the
2001 famous Rendezvous Ribs restaurant and the Peabody hotel, where the
s Peabody ducks greet visitors every afternoon. Only minutes from
Loudon Utility, Graceland, the Southland Grayhound Patk and Mud Island the hotel is
Loudon, TN I at the heart of it all.
Registration Forms and Conference Fees will be forthcoming in the next
. : newsletter along with a list of speakers. The Conference promises to be one of our best located in 2
Tennessee Backflow Prevention Association Directions to city full of things to see and do. =
Angel Goike, Secretary q g {
¢/o City of Clarksville Meetlng Inside ¢
1030 Pumping Station Rd o
Clarksville, TN 37040 &
M0l D B BACKFLOW PROTECTION GETS New Board Members To
M S | 1 BIG BOOST 19 on
[ NsDE o digh . Take Office-First Of Year
The Fleming Training Center Students were then trained
completed their third basic course in the testing and installation of o C
TBPA Board and 2 under the leadership of Brent backflow devices. Brent did an Few nominations were received for
Membership Form Ogles in Cross-Connection excellent job of explaining the the three board positions up for
Control on June 9, 2001...Brent is hydraulics and mechanics of a election. Due to the uncontested
Meeting Directions 3 the director of FTC and the backflow preventer. On the final Blnatyre of all positions, on January 1,
TBPA instructor of the four day course in day, a written examination was 2002, the following new board
Information Backflow Prevention, since given and then a closed book : il P ;
Robert Lashlee retired in March of examination for testing a members will take @ ice by appoint-
i this year. backflow device. Each ment from the Regional Director,
‘ ' Spotlight 45 Students were lectured on the student had a proctor and could William Kent: President-Larry
kinds of cross-connections both ~ make one mistake and given a Stinnet of Backflow Specialty, Vice-
e direct ar}d ll:ldll‘ftc_t. A cross- chance to c9rrect the mistake. If President- Eddie O’Neill of Jackson
raining Calendar 5-6 connection is piping of a potable  the same mistake was made il . .
Advertisers water with the piping of non- again, the student failed. The Un]m?s’ leidle Tennessee Direc-
potable water or substance. With  student can make an appointment il LOF -Mike Trigg of Plumbers and
this piping arrangement a and return in 30 days for another [l Pipefitters LU 572 and Past Presi-
backsiphonage or backpressure on examination. KEEP UP THE dent-David Kellogg of Gallatin
either system could cause a GOOD WORK BRENT, WE Utilities.

contaminant to enter our water ALL THANK YOU!

system. As everyone knows , a

contaminant could cause serious Grady Gentry
illness or death. Grady's Backflows
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Tennessee Training Calendar

¢ The Tennessee Association of Utility Dis-
tricts (TAUD): Cross Connection Renewal
Classes for Municipalities and Basic Cross
Connection Training Classes for contractors are
availible. Other classes may be available. Call
Greg Baker at TAUD, 615-896-9022 for further
information.

¢ Memphis Light, Gas & Water MLGW):
Classes are held in the greater Memphis Tennes-
see area on an annual basis. Call 901-528-4720 for
further information.

¢ Plumbers and Pipefitters Local Union 572,
Nashville, Tennessee: Backflow Classes for Ap-
prentices and Journeyman, contact Mike Trigg at
615-254-7235 for further information.

o To kst or update your training class here please contact
Angel Goike ar 931-553-2489

Upcoming Events

December 4, 2001 — TBPA Meeting — Loudon, TN

March 7-8, 2002-TBPA Annual Confetence-Memphis, TN

May 4-8, 2002 — 18th Annual ABPA International Conference
Savannah, GA

April 28— May 1, 2003-19th Annual ABPA International Con-
ference, Detroit, MI

October, 2003-TBPA Annual Conference-Nashville, TN

ARTS » KITS » DEVICES = Amsmes
mnmmmrmana:m

Mid Tenn
Backflow Prevention

Testing and Repairs of Backflow Preventers
Cross Connection Surveys
State Cert. #2830

RANDY WALL
931-358-9271

Mobile 931-801-2790
1-800-319-9011 PIN 00

Tennessee Depattment of Environment
and Consetvation — Cross Connection Control
Training Classes

Fleming Training Center
2022 Blanton Drive
Murfreesboro, TN 37129
615-898-8090

The classes offered by the Fleming Training Center are free of charge to
any petson who wishes to attend. Written registration is required, how-
evet, a2 minimum of thirty days in advance of the class. Confirmation let-
ters for all classes/seminars will be sent out to registrants approximately
three weeks prior to class and will contain pertinent details regarding ex-
act location, class content, and materials. For information on class con-
tent for Cross Connection Control Workshops call Mr. Brent Ogles at
615-898-8090.

Cross Connection Control Wotkshop (BASIC) (4 days) (Textbook:
None) Classes are at the Fleming Training Center in Mutfreesboro unless
otherwise indicated.

November 13 - 16, 2001

January 15-18, 2002

April 23-26, 2002 (Knoxville)

June 4-7, 2002

July 16-19, 2002

August 20-23, 2002 (Kingsport) v
September 10-13, 2002 (Knoxville)
October 15-18, 2002

November 12-15, 2002

November 27-30, 2001
March 12-15, 2002

May 21-24, 2002 (Kingsport)
June-25-28,-2002 (Jackson)

Cross Connection Control Workshop (RENEWAL) (2 days)
(Textbook: None) Classes ate at the Fleming Training Center in Mur-
freesboro unless otherwise indicated.

December 5-6, 2001

April 22-23, 2002 (Knoxville)
June 24-25, 2002 (Jackson)
August 19-20, 2002 (Kingsport)
September 9-10, 2002 (Knoxville)

February 6-7, 2002
May 20-21, 2002 (Kingsport)
July 22-23, 2002

December 4-5, 2002
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Next Meeting
December 4,2001
Loudon Utilities

Here’s how to get there:

For more information con- FROM KNOXVILLE —
. PARKING v
tact Dave Birkholz 865-
458-2091.
TRAIFIC
LIGHT
FROM KNOXVILLE: TURN RIGHT AFTER BRIDGE
EXT 73 FROM CHATTANOOGA: TURN LEFT BEFORE BRIDGE
GO TO GREEN STREET AND TURN LEFT. PARK
=75 T o ON RIGHT IN GRAVEL AREA. ANYONE STAYING THE NIGHT
FRUM_CHATTANOCCA il BEFORE, THERE IS A HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS AT EXIT 72.

NATIONAL BACKFLOW CONFERENCE /
by: Grady Gentry

Six members of the TBPA attended the American Back-

flow Protection Association annual conference in Kansas /

City on April 23---26, 2001.

A variety of topics were presented by nationally known
speakers such as Paul Schwartz, Henry Chang and Pat-
rick Sylvester of USC; Les O’Brien of UF-TREEO and
Jim Purzycki of Bavco. The Banquet was the last eveningy
with a delicious meal and a very good magic show for the
finale.

Recognition and awards were given to many members.
David Kellogg (Gallatln) Angel Goike (Clarksville),
Dave Birkholz (Loudon), and Grady Gentry (Dyersburg)

were given a Certificate of Appreciation for Outstanding 7

Contribution to the field of Backflow Prevention. Dale
Strong of Charleston , S.C. was elected Vice President of
ABPA. William Kent was re-elected director of Region
(3) . Other Tennessee members present were Steve Beene
(Hixon U.D.) and Billy Rogers (Lebanon).

Highlights of September 20, 2001
Board Meeting

*New printing of the “What is a Backflow Pre-
venter?” brochure was compléted courtesy of the
Wilkins company. If you need a free informa-
tive brochure to distribute in your community,
please contact any board member.

*Need Members for Newsletter Committee!!!!
The board is currently looking into having some-
one publish the newsletter for us, but we still
need active member participation,

*2002 Conference set for March in Memphis,
and 2003 Conference set for new month of Oc-
tober in Nashville. We need west and middle

/ members to help with both conferences.
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Spotlight:
(the following article will be presented in sections in the next three issues of the
TBPA Newsletter)

The Essentials of A Cross Connection Control Program

There are several elements necessary for a valid cross connection control program. These elements can be
summarized under the following headings.

* Authority (Spring Issue)
*Backflow Preventers (Spring Issue)
*Certified Testers and Specialist
*Defensible and Detailed Records
*Education and Training

Certified Testers and Specialists

Certified Testers

Once backflow prevention assemblies are properly installed, they must be periodically tested and maintained properly.
Who will test these assemblies? That will be up to the administrative authority. There are some very important issues
that need to be considered when determining who will be permitted to field test the backflow preventers in a particular

jurisdiction.

First of all, what method of testing is to used? Some may assume if certain test cocks are opened with shutoff valves
closed the condition of the assembly may be ascertained by whether or not water comes out of a test cock. This is not
likely to be the type of authority would want to see in their area of jurisdiction. The Foundation recommends the field
test procedures found in the current edition of the Manual of Cross Connection Control These procedures enable the
tester to accurately determine the condition of the backflow preventers, even with shutoff valve leaks. But, there are
other field test procedures available and the administrative authority must make the determination as to which field test

procedure is to be used in the jurisdiction.

Once the field test procedure is determined there must be some means of determining if a tester is qualified to test using
these field test procedures. This is where training and certification come in. While the Foundation offers training
courses to train individuals on the intricacies of testing and ascertaining problems on the various backflow prevention
assemblies. Those passing the Foundation’s courses are not certified. They are issued a certificate of completion, which
states that the individual did successfully complete the course. But a certification is usually a voluntary process insti-
tuted by a non-governmental agency in which individuals are recognized for advanced knowledge and skill. The certifi-
cation of backflow prevention assembly testers typically requires a retest or recertification every so many years
(typically every two to three years), to assure that the tester maintains their proficiency with the current field test proce-

dures.

Many administrative authorities conduct their own certification program. Others adopt those of another organization or
even another administrative authority. What the administrative authority needs to determine is, “what is essential to a
certification program.” One of the most important aspects of a certification program was hinted at in the previous para-

graph; that is recertification.
(Continued on Next Page)
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Certified Testers (cont.)

Recertification is necessary to ensure that testers testing in the jurisdiction know what they are
doing and continue to know what they are doing. Without recertification, one doesn’t know if
the tester actually knows how to test. For example, if an administrative authority does not have
a certification program, but only requires training. A tester could come in to the office of an administrative authority and
show them a USC certificate of completion from 1975. The tester meets the qualifications, if those qualifications only
state that the tester must have attended an acceptable training course. It is possible that they haven’t tested a backflow
preventer since 1975. If they did, they are probably continuing to use outdated methods. This is why recertification is so
important. Of course recertification may take on many forms. For some types of certification only a renewal fee is nec-
essary. However, for backflow prevention assembly testing it is essential that an examination be required. Not only a
written examination, but also a performance examination. There is no way to tell if a tester can actually test and ascer-
tain the condition of an assembly if they do not demonstrate this fact to an impartial proctor. So, whether the administra-
tive authority conducts their own certification program, or adopts one already in operation it is imperative that the pro-
gram requires recertification with both a written and performance examination.

Certified Specialists

Approved backflow preventers being tested by certified testers are essential to any cross-connection control program.
But, who is to determine when and if a backflow preventer is to be installed in the first place. This is where the certified
cross-connection control program specialist comes in. The specialist is trained to administer a cross-connection control
program. They must be very familiar with all of the essentials of any program. One of their most critical tasks is con-
ducting site surveys. This is where the specialist determines the degree of hazard, then what type of backflow preventer
is necessary and where it must be installed.

How they go about this will depend on which type of protection the administrative authority is responsible for, meter
protection, or internal protection (sometimes called containment and isolation respectively). If the administrative author-
ity has a containment or meter protection program, it is their responsibility to determine if there are cross-connections on
the premises which may pose a threat to the quality of the water in the distribution system. If there is a hazard, the ad-
ministrative authority must require the appropriate type of backflow preventer at the meter in order to protect the potable
water distribution system.

If, however, the administrative authority is responsible for internal protection, the assessment of which type of backflow
preventer is necessary, if any, must be made at each point of water use. (A summary of how this done may be found in
the article, “Three Questions” , found in the Autumn, 1998 issue of Cross Talk.) A trained specialist will need to con-
duct a site survey to make the determination. The specialist will need to have a thorough understanding of the various
hydraulic conditions which allow backflow to occur. Additionally, it will be necessary to have a good understanding of
the degree of hazard. Knowledge in both of these areas is necessary in order to make a determination as to which type of
backflow protection, if any, would be needed at the various points of use.

Excerpted from Cross Talk, published by the Foundation for Cross Connection Control and Hydraulic Research of the University
of Southern California 1999. Copyright University of Southern California. Used with permission. All rights reserved.
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